MUS-2341
GUITAR I Syllabus
Fall 2010

The Guitar I class meets from 6:00PM – 8:45PM, with 15 minutes of scheduled break time per session.  The class meets on Monday evenings, September 13 – December 20.

This class will primarily focus on playing guitar in Standard Tuning (EADGBE).  Open G Tuning (DGDGBD) may be used occasionally for certain topics.  Note: If any student has already played another instrument and/or can already read music, the instructor can suggest other topic areas for that student to concentrate on.  If this applies to you, please ask the instructor to discuss possible items of interest from Topics Menu; a list of lesson topics used by instructor for both group and private lessons.

In general, class sessions will cover topics from the areas listed below, in roughly the order shown.  Since music is multi-dimensional, it helps to learn about various aspects of guitar playing and music within the same session.  For many people, playing notes is initially easier than playing chords.  Also, scales and chords are built from notes.  Therefore, the class will begin with Notes, and after several weeks we will begin to cover Chords.  Throughout the course we will cover Music Theory, Notation, Ear Training and Rhythm.

Admin: Tuning guitars, review, Q&A and administrative details.

Guitar Notes: Note names, fretboard locations, notation, melodies, songs, scales, riffs, exercises, picking and effects.

Music Theory, Rhythm Training, Ear Training, Exercises, Q&A, listening to CDs, presentation, discussion, OR, for certain sessions: quizzes, tests and projects (see reverse side).
Guitar Chords: Chord names, fingerings, chord voicings, notation, chord progressions, songs, exercises, strumming, bass/strum, fingerpicking and effects.

Week 1, 8, 15: The general agenda shown above will vary somewhat for the first night of class, and for nights of midterm test and final test.

Notes on Guitar Tuning: It is necessary to make sure that everyone’s guitar is tuned in the beginning of class.  In order to minimize the time taken for tuning, two approaches will be taken:

First, while the instructor is tuning another person’s guitar, please refrain from playing your guitar (it’s more time consuming to tune one guitar when additional guitars are also heard).  Handouts may be passed out for you to read during guitar tuning.  You may also quietly review other handouts, or method book or music theory book (combined book in the Complete edition).

Second, you will be taught how to tune your guitar at various times throughout the course.  However, learning to tune your own guitar can take some time and effort, and depends on how your musical “ear” develops over time.  We will discuss various options that can help you become “self-sufficient” with tuning your own guitar.  Any time that we can save on tuning, will allow more time available to cover more important topics.

Electronic Tuner: In order to expedite tuning, it is recommended that you get a tuner.  This will help you learn to tune your guitar at home before class, and also allow you to check your tuning during the week.  Other helpful accessories are music note paper, guitar strap and picks.

Guitar Strings: Please bring an extra set of guitar strings to class.  Guitar players generally carry extra strings in case a string breaks.  If a student’s guitar string breaks, the instructor will change the string on break time, or at an appropriate time.  Changing of guitar strings will be covered during the course.

Café CCV: On Friday, December 10th, the various arts related classes at CCV Rutland will have an event to showcase the work of the students.  I strongly encourage (recommend) you to participate in this fun event.  I will choose a song for us to work on and play together.  If you would like to play a song by yourself, or with other student(s), you are welcome to participate.  There will extra-credit given if you participate in this event.

SCHEDULE

Most sessions will cover topics on Notes and/or Chords, plus Music Theory, Notation, Ear Training, Rhythm and/or Tuning.  Homework will also be assigned for each session (at home practice), and includes songs / exercises from method book, and theory worksheets.  Quizzes will consist of written answers to questions, and may also involve hands on demonstration (i.e. play songs; notes and/or chords).  In addition, Quizzes, Tests and Projects are scheduled as follows:

NOTE: The Guitar I course has switched to the new combined edition of text book; from the previously separate Method 1 and Theory 1 books to a combined book (Complete Edition).  The reading assignments (Guitar Method 1, GM1) and homework (Theory Workbook, TW) are below:

Session / Date




Reading assignments & homework

1 09/13
Introduction


GM1: pages 4-9
TW: 62

2 09/20
1st and 2nd strings

GM1: 4-9, 10-13
TW: 62, 63-65

3 09/27
Project 1 due, 3rd string 
GM1: 14-17

TW: 66-67

4 10/04
Quiz 1



GM1: 18-21

TW: 68-69

5 10/11
3-string chords

GM1: 22-25, 32
TW:

6 10/18
Quiz 2, 4th string

GM1: 26-29

TW: 70-71

7 10/25
4-string chords

GM1: 30-33

TW: 72-74

8 11/01
Midterm exam (written + hands-on) GM1: 34-35
TW: 75

9 11/08
5th string


GM1: 36-41

TW: 76-77

10 11/15
Project 2 due, chords

GM1: 42-45

TW: 78-79

11 11/22
Quiz 3, 6th string

GM1: 46-49

TW: 80

12 11/29
5-6 str. chords, progressions
GM1: 50-53

TW: 81-84

13 12/06
Quiz 4



GM1: 54-57

TW: 85-86

14 12/13
Project 3 due


GM1: 58-60

TW: 87-88

15 12/20
Final exam (written + hands-on)




GM1 = Guitar Method 1 Complete Edition, by Aaron Stang
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