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Vermont Actors’ Repertory Theatre Presents

The Rise and Rise of Daniel Rocket By Peter Parnell
 Vermont Actors’ Repertory Theatre presents the bittersweet, magical play, The Rise and Rise of Daniel Rocket by Peter Parnell, on April 21, 22, 23 and 24 at 7:30 p.m. at the West Rutland Town Hall Theater, Main Street, West Rutland.  
The Rise and Rise of Daniel Rocket was first presented at Playwrights Horizon in New York City in 1982. Parnell looked at the trauma of growing up with a sweet disposition and a childlike innocence. The hero is a propulsive romantic figure -- driven to outrageous acts by his love for a young woman and his need to prove himself.
Daniel Rocket is the outsider in his sixth-grade class, shunned by his schoolmates except for his friend Richard who listens to, and encourages, his experiments. For years, Daniel has been a secret flier, and, strapping on wings - for effect, not out of necessity - he soars off Hatch's Cliff.
Before he flies away from his childhood, Daniel visits Alice, the girl he loves. Confronted with Daniel's destiny, she finds herself glowing with excitement and promise.
In the second act, 20 years later, Daniel comes home a conquering hero. When he revisits his classroom, we can feel his lingering insecurity. Flight and fame have not brought him peace of mind.
The play is proof that old stories can always be retold. ''Daniel Rocket'' is an ageless ensemble.  Parnell inhabits Charlie Brown's ball field, as adults play children behaving like adults.
Even as the play becomes fanciful, it remains unpretentious, and it is grounded in truth about the mutual hurtfulness of children and the need for illusion in their young lives.  The final resolve is how that all plays out in the adult world.
The director, Peter Marsh of Rutland, has directed over 130 productions in 40 years. The Diary of Anne Frank, Our Town and Almost, Maine are among his favorites. A member of the New England Theatre Conference College of Fellows, he directed for the National High School Theatre Institute at Northwestern University where he was a national directing fellow. He spent many years as a local high school theatre director at West Rutland and then at Mill River.  For ART he has directed A Christmas Carol, Cinderella Waltz, White Liars/Black Comedy, Twelve Angry Jurors, and Almost, Maine.  He is also one of the Company’s Producing Directors.
Cast in the show are Frank Wright as Daniel Rocket, Wheaton Squier as Richard, Laura Steere as Alice, Ken Holmes as Roger, Mark Zelis as Steven, Adam Desautels as Jeffrey, Jenel Ronn as Penny, Bridget Scott as Judy, Wendy Savery as Claudia, and Ilene Blackman as Mrs. Rice.
The play is stage-managed by Sandra Gartner, and assistant stage-managed by Michelle Ross. The lighting design is by David Lane, set design is by JP Gagne, music is created and played by Ron Pulcer, properties design is by Ruthellen Weston, Shona Marston and Tom Brown, costume design is by Nancy Ellery, make up & hairstyles is by Jane Campeau, set construction is by Mike Lovullo and graphic design is by Grove Illustration & Design: Marna Grove.
Reservations are available by calling the Paramount Regional Box Office at 802-775-0903 or by going to the West Rutland Town Hall.  Tickets will be sold at the door on all nights of performance.  Tickets are $18 for general admission. There will be a student rush at a ticket price of $8 starting at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 21 for all students.  For more information about Vermont Actors’ Repertory Theatre visit the Company’s Website at www.actorsrepvt.org or on our Face book page.
Vermont Actors Repertory Theatre Company continues to present The Belle of Amherst, the acclaimed production starring Bonnie Pritchard as Emily Dickinson, by special arrangement, as well as the three winners of the Nor’Eastern Play Writing Contest 2010 in a Showcase on May 14 and 15 at 7:30 p.m., at the Paramount’s Brick Box Theatre.
 





 
 
 

